


	LLANGWM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting held at Cleddau Reach School
11th February 2025 @ 7.00pm


1. PRESENT: Councillor V Owens (Chair)                   Councillor M Evans (Vice Chair)          
                  Councillor M John                                  Councillor B Childs
                  Councillor C Davies                                 Councillor H Carrington
                  Councillor J Williams
                  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Clerk Debbie Hanney, M Lewis, D Thomas, S Starbow, L Rawlings, P Rose, S Beresford, B Smith, A Rees, D Richards, P Reubon, M Whiffin, R Jones
                              
REGISTER OF ATTENDANCE: – All members and guests present signed.


	
APOLOGIES: None

DECLARATION OF ANY PERSONAL OR POTENTIALLY CONFLICTING ISSUES: - None

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: held on 14th January 2025 – minutes agreed.

        CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
· Elizabeth Rawlings, Llangwm History Society – update on establishing historical trails and Information boards in Llangwm.    The Councillors were advised that confirmation of support was required from the Community Council to enable the project to move forward and apply for funding.  Research on costings and local history stories have been carried out and community consultation sessions will be held to ensure that the community have an input into the project.  Costings for the website are estimated at £366pa, with ongoing hosting costs being shared with the History Society.  Assurance was sought that the old names of places within the village would be incorporated as this was the initial request, and Councillors were assured that all proposals would be brought to the Community Council prior to submission.  The Councillors agreed that in principle the Community Council would support the project.   
· Suzzane Waller – Request for a Litter bin at the top of Llangwm Ferry by the style – Councillors agreed that the clerk should contact the Environmental Services Department at Pembrokeshire County Council and make a request for the provision of a new litter bin.
· Llangwm Village Hall Trustees – use of the village newsletter to promote a “Friends of the Village Hall” scheme and maintenance of the hedge outside the fire door to the hall.  Only Councillors who were not Trustees were able to vote on this agenda item and the remaining Councillors agreed to the use of the newsletter.  They asked that the village hall lease be referred to, to determine responsibility for the maintenance of the hedge.

MATTERS ARISING: - 
· Recruitment of Community Councillors.  Dan Richards attended the meeting as an observer and the Chair advised that a formal meeting would be arranged to discuss becoming a Councillor.
· Housing development at The Kilns.  The meeting was attended by representatives of Ateb to discuss the planning application for the development at The Kilns.  Members of the Community were given the opportunity to raise concerns, and it was overwhelmingly felt that the issues raised at the original planning meeting had not been addressed, that the planning process was undemocratic, had not been carried out in a timely manner and that the development would have fundamental implications for the community. The Ateb representatives responded by seeking to give assurance that they had recognised and addressed the concerns raised and had amended the planning application to reflect this.   They stated that consultation with Welsh Water and Pembrokeshire County Council has been carried out to seek clarification that the infrastructure would adequately support the development and that they are governed by the responses.  They gave commitment to down grading the proposed playground and making a financial contribution to the existing park in Pills Park.  
Ateb representatives apologised and also committed to ensuring that there would be continued dialog with the community should the planning application be approved, and to involve the Community Council with the development of a local letting policy, this would ensure that the properties are allocated to people with a local connection.  The Chair accepted the offer of an Ateb representative attending the Community Council meeting bi-monthly.
The site visit on 12th February will be attended by Cllr Childs and Cllr John.  Cllr John, Cllr Childs and Mr Rhys Jones from Gail Rise will again speak on behalf of the community when the planning application is presented to the panel on the 18th February. 
· Uneven ground on Common Land near Wellhead Cottage.  Cllr Childs carried out a site visit and met with Linda Kingsnorth.  The Community Council are unable to fund repairs to the lane but the clerk was asked to contact Pembrokeshire County Council on behalf of the resident to determine if any support was available.
· Precept 2025 / 2026.  Councillors discussed proposals for any future funding requirements and it was agreed that there would be no increase to the precept for the 2025/2026 financial year and would remain at £12314.00

PLANNING RECEIVED BY  11th February 2025: 
         www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/planning-applications

No planning applications received.



FINANCE:
· Invoices received by 11th February 2025 and cheque approval: -
Community Council Clerk salary costs (26 hrs @ £13.37 per hour, £20 expenses per month) - approved.
Anti-virus software – approved.
Training for Cllr Williams and Cllr Carrington– approved.
· Payments – none.
· Banking – Councillors agreed that the clerk would become a signatory on the bank account to enable timely access to financial information.

MONTHLY UPDATES:
· Traffic issues -  no issues reported
· Pills Parks – the fallen tree has now been felled and removed.
· Dog fouling – no issues raised.
· Defibrillator Checks – Cllr Evans.  
Cllr Davies is in the process of registering as the nominated person for recording defibrillator checks to The Circuit.  
· Data Protection – no issues reported.

CLERKS INFORMATION: -  
· Draft Standing Orders and Financial Regulations have been sent out to the Cllrs for adoption, Cllr John is currently reviewing these.
· Internal Audit is being carried out and will be reported to the Councillors when completed.

TRAINING: 
· Training information and dates were circulated to the Cllrs. 
· Cllr Williams and Cllr Carrington have undertaken the New Councillor Induction training with One Voice Wales.

AOB:
· Cllr John reported that the Boundary Commission Review has now concluded that Llangwm CC will not amalgamate with Hook and Freysdrop.  Pembrokeshire County Council will now carry out an internal review.
· 9.85% recommended new Council Tax rate for 2025/2026 will be presented to cabinet on 20th February 2025.
· 20mph review is still underway and will be completed by April/May 2025.
· 7th March St Davids Day Parade in Haverfordwest.
               NEXT MEETING:
The meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 7pm in Cleddau Reach School.



	







